
                                                                   

      

  

DECEMBER 2013 FIRE REPORT 
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• Provided ongoing Battalion Medical training to outlying stations 

• Participated in a multi-agency Ice Rescue Training exercise 

• Attended Cottonwood Heights Emergency Preparedness Committee Meeting 

• Hosted “Bountiful Baskets” food distribution at station 

• Provided snow removal in Golden Hills Park 

• Gave twelve station tours 
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TIPS FOR FREEZING TEMPATURES 

Check Car Battery:  The intense cold Utah is experiencing it can sufficient to kill weaker car 
batteries. So, if you know your battery is weak, getting it replaced or having the charger/jumper 
cables handy both at night and early mornings is advised! 

 

Prevent Frozen Pipes: Be sure to have the heat turned up enough to avoid frozen pipes in the 
coming days. Wrap all exposed pipes located outside or in unheated areas of the home. 

Remove garden hoses from outside faucets and cover vents around the foundation of your home. 
Know where your water main shut-off valve is located and how to use it.  

 

In Sub-Freezing Weather  

Drip outside faucets 24 hours a day (5 drops per minute). This is not necessary unless 
temperatures are expected to be 28 degrees or below for at least 4 hours. (Be sure to turn off 
the faucets after the threat of freezing weather.) 

Open cabinet doors under sinks adjacent to outside walls to help warm the pipes. 

In unheated garages, shut off water supply lines.  
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In sustained sub-freezing weather, let water drip slowly from inside faucets. 

Take extra precautions to protect pipes that have frozen in the past. 

 

If You Are Not Going To Be At Home  

Shut water off using the main water shut-off valve. 

Drain all outside water faucets if your house will be unoccupied for several days (leave outside faucets 
open). Leave home heating system on at a low setting at least 55 degrees. 

Open cabinet doors under sinks adjacent to outside walls. 

 

If you have some pipes freeze, NEVER USE A OPEN FLAME TO THAW FROZEN PIPES!!!  Thaw pipes 
gradually by using either a heating pad, space heater and/or a hair dryer.  Turn furnace up to heat the 
basement or the main floor.  

 

Dress in Layers: Dressing in multiple layers can keep you warmer than just putting on a heavy coat. This 
applies to everyone even if you only spend time walking from the home to the car, to the office and back 
to the car.  It can become habit not to bring winter gear with you. Keep in mind that a break-down or flat 
tire in this weather would leave you very cold on the side of the road if you don't have proper winter 
weather clothing! 

 

Remember your Pets! Bring them into the warmth, keep pets hydrated. 
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For further questions or comments please  

contact Assistant Chief Mike Watson 

mwatson@ufa-slco.org 
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